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INTRODUCTION

Forty-two Areas of Concern have been identified in the Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem
where general or specific objectives of the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement are not
met, and such failure has caused or is likely to cause impairment of beneficial use or of
the area's ability to support aquatic life. Impairment of beneficial use means a change in
the chemical, physical or biological integrity of the Great Lakes ecosystem sufficient to
cause any of the following: restrictions on fish and wildlife consumption; tainting of fish
and wildlife flavor; degradation of fish and wildlife populations; fish tumors or other
deformities; bird or animal deformities or reproductive problems; degradation of benthos;
restrictions on dredging activities; eutrophication or undesirable algae; restrictions on
drinking water consumption, or taste and odor problems; beach closings; degradation of
aesthetics; added costs to agriculture or industry; degradation of phytoplankton or
zooplankton populations; or loss of fish and wildlife habitat.

As a result of a recommendation of the Great Lakes Water Quality Board, the eight
Great Lakes states and the Province of Ontario committed themselves in 1985 to
developing and implementing a remedial action plan (RAP) to restore all beneficial uses in
each Area of Concern within their geographical boundaries. The 1987 Protocol amending
the 1978 Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement incorporated, under Annex 2, the
commitment by the Parties to cooperate with state and provincial governments to develop
and implement RAPs to restore beneficial uses in Areas of Concern. RAPs are to embody
a comprehensive and systematic ecosystem approach to restoring beneficial uses. The
incorporation of RAPs into Annex 2 of the Agreement was intended to endorse and build
on the existing efforts which were initiated by the Great Lakes Water Quality Board in
1985.

The emphasis of RAPs is on remediation. RAPs are intended to identify when specific
remedial actions will be taken to resolve the problems and which organizations or agencies
are responsible for implementing those actions. If remedial actions cannot be identified
and additional studies are needed, the RAPs should identify when the studies will be
initiated, when they will be completed, and when the new information will be used to
identify remedial actions.

The Water Quality Board also recognizes that it is important to build a record of
success which will keep the momentum going on RAPs. This can be accomplished by
identifying and implementing short-term remedial actions, while undertaking long-term
strategic planning. The 'celebration of milestones' can then be used to sustain momentum
on RAPs.

Annex 2 of the Agreement calls for the International Joint Commission (1JC) to
review progress in addressing Areas of Concern. This Appendix to the 1989 Water Quality
Board Report has been prepared to help review progress in developing and implementing
RAPs for each of the 42 Areas of Concern (Figure 1). The information presented in this
appendix is based on RAP status reports received in May 1989. Information is presented
on each Area of Concern in the order presented in Table 1. The scope and amount of
information in each section will vary depending upon the stage of each RAP. For further
details about a particular Area of Concern, the reader is encouraged to contact the RAP
Coordinators identified in Annex 1. :
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TABLE 1

JURISDICTIONS RESPONSIBLE FOR DEVELOPING REMEDIAL ACTION PLANS
FOR THE 42 AREAS OF CONCERN IN THE GREAT LAKES BASIN

RESPONSIBLE MAP
JURISDICTION AREAS OF CONCERN BY LAKE BASIN REF. NO.3
Lake Superior
Ontario Peninsula Harbour 1
Ontario Jackfish Bay 2
Ontario Nipigon Bay 3
Ontario Thunder Bay 4
Minnesota/Wisconsin| St. Louis River 5
Michigan Torch Lake 6
v Michigan Deer Lake-Carp Creek-Carp River 1
Lake Michigan
Michigan Manistique River 8
Wisconsin/Michigan | Menominee River 9
Wisconsin Fox River/Southern Green Bay 10
Wisconsin Sheboygan n
Wisconsin Milwaukee Harbor 12
I1linois Waukegan Harbor 13
Indiana G6rand Calumet River/Indiana Harbor Canal 14
Michigan Kalamazoo River 15
Michigan Muskegon Lake 16
Michigan White Lake 17
Lake Huron
| Michigan Saginaw River/Saginaw Bay 18
s Ontario Collingwood Harbour 19
Ontario Penetang Bay to Sturgeon Bay 20
I Ontario Spanish River Mouth 21
Lake Erie
Michigan Clinton River 22
Michigan Rouge River 23
Michigan River Raisin 24
Ohio Maumee River 25
Ohio Black River 26
Ohio Cuyahoga River ra
Ohio Ashtabula River 28
Ontario Wheatley Harbour 29
Lake Ontario
New York Buffalo River 30
New York Eighteen Mile Creek 31
New York Rochester Embayment 32
New York Oswego River 33
Ontario Bay of Quinte 34
Ontario Port Hope 35
Ontario Toronto Waterfront 36
Ontario Hamilton Harbour 31
Connecting Channels
Ontarfio/Michigan St. Marys River 38
Ontario/Michigan St. Clair River 39
Michigan/Ontario Detroit River 40
Ontario/New York Niagara River 41
Ontario/New York St. Lawrence River 42

aSee Figure 1.







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































