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PREFACE

The amended Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement commits the Parties, in cooperation with state
and provincial governments, to develop and implement programs and other measures to restore and
maintain the integrity of the waters of the Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem. Article VII, Section 1 directs
the International Joint Commission to “assist in the implementation of [the] Agreement.” This includes
the “tendering of advice and recommendations to the Parties and to the State and Provincial Govern-
ments on problems of and matters related to the quality of the boundary waters of the Great Lakes
System including specific recommendations concerning the General and Specific Objectives, legislation,
standards and other regulatory requirements, programs and other measures, and intergovernmental
agreements relating to the quality of these waters.”

Article VII, Section 3 also charges the Commission to “make a full report ... no less frequently than
biennially concerning progress toward the achievement of the General and Specific Objectives including,
as appropriate, matters related to Annexes to [the] Agreement. [The] report shall include an assessment
of the effectiveness of the programs and other measures undertaken pursuant to [the] Agreement, and
advice and recommendations.”

The Water Quality Board is the principal advisor to the Commission. Its terms of reference call for
the Board to:

*  Make recommendations on the development and implementation of programs to achieve the
purpose of [the] Agreement.

*  Assemble and evaluate information evolving from such programs.

*  Identify deficiencies in the scope and funding of such programs and evaluate the adequacy
and compatibility of results.

*  Examine the appropriateness of such programs in the light of present and future socio-
economic imperatives.

*  Advise the Commission on the progress and effectiveness of such programs and submit
appropriate recommendations.

The Water Quality Board presents this 1989 Report, which contains advice to assist the Commis-
sion in the fulfillment of its responsibilities.
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