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HIGHLIGHTS

The St. Lawrence River Institute of Environmental Sciences presented the
findings of the 2002 Bacteria Contamination Assessment and Remediation Project to
conference delegates at the 10™ Annual International Conference of the St. Lawrence
River Ecosystem in May 2003. The local newspaper reported on the presentation.

In 2003, sampling got underway on June 23. The sampling component of the
Bacteria Contamination Assessment and Remediation Project (Phase IT) was completed
September 9. Locations that had the highest £. coli counts in 2002 were sampled on 9
occasions and sites with the lowest E. coli counts in 2002 were sampled on 3 occasions
(after a rain event). Samples were tested for /2. coli, faecal coliforms, pH, turbidity, water
temperature, dissolved oxygen and conductivity.

The Eastern Ontario Health Unit has shared with us data that they have collected
this summer at a beach along the St. Lawrence River (Glengarry Park Beach).

The St. Lawrence River Institute of Environmental Sciences has presented
highlights of the 2003 project to several agencies and organizations. Representatives
from the Eastern Ontario Health Unit, the Ontario Ministry of the Environment, the City
of Cornwall environmental services, the Raisin Region Conservation Authority and the
Township of South Glengarry, among other members of the St. Lawrence River
Restoration Council, were invited to review and discuss the results. Agriculture Canada
has been made aware of that data and information from this project is available upon
request.

A key goal of this project is to assess whether or not the Remedial Action Plan
Delisting Criterion X has been met. This Delisting Criterion has two components: a)
bacteria levels must meet the Provincial Water Quality Objective (the geometric mean at
least 5 samples taken within a one-month period cannot exceed 100 Colony-Forming
Units of £. coli per 100 mL (CFU/ 100 mL) of river water), and b) no beach closures for
2 consecutive years in the Area of Concern.

The River Institute has begun to analyze the data. Counts were generally lower
than the Provincial Water Quality Objective for samples taken along the north shore of
the St. Lawrence River in the Area of Concern. E. coli levels did not exceed 100
CFU/100 mL for any of the samples taken in 2003 at the following locations: Bike Path,
Cameron’s Point, Lancaster, Creg Quay, Glen Walter, Stonehouse Point, or Lancaster
Park Beach.

Glengarry Park Beach was posted from August 5 to 21. E. coli counts exceeded
the Provincial Water Quality Objective at: Lamoureux Park (on 1 occasion), Glengarry
Park Beach (on 3 occasions), and Westley’s Point (on 2 occasions). Except for those

three locations, the geometric means of £. coli counts at all sampling sites on the north
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shore, on all occasions, were less than 80 CFU/ 100 mL.

On September 18, 2003 the Recreational Area Bacteria Working Group met to

review and discuss this year’s results. Two key motions were made:

D That this Group recommends to the St. Lawrence River Restoration
Council that a) beach “closures” should be changed to beach “postings for
bacteria” in the Delisting Criterion, and that b) we have not met the
Provincial Water Quality Objective criterion for £. coli in water.

1) That this Group recommends that the St. Lawrence River Restoration
Council support a project in the next fiscal year (2004-2005) to test for
sources of contamination at Glengarry Park and Westley’s Point.
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